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Even these powers were less far-reaching than
were intrusted to the same officials a hundred years
later. Then the superintendent was indeed a vice-
roy, vested with supreme authority in the province
to which he was accredited. " The kingdom of
France," said Law, with little exaggeration, " h
governed by thirty superintendents; on them de-
pends the misery or happiness of the province."
The institution organised by Richelieu had indeed
attained a stupendous growth. Not only the regul-
ation of commerce, the imposition of taxation, the
care of the soldiers, the cultivation of the soil, but
every detail of local administration, the repairs of
the parish church, the construction of the city
market, the location of the village highway, were
regulated by the all-pervading superintendent.

And yet this official, a viceroy while he remained
in his district, was rarely a person of independent
position. He passed from autocratic power to in-
significance when his term expired, unless his serv-
ices had been sufficiently acceptable to the minister
to procure for him some permanent appointment,

For the most part, the superintendents were in-
telligent men who exercised with fair judgment
their extensive powers, Richelieu had no confidence
in popular wisdom; he thought officials selected
by him could regulate local affairs better than the
mayor and aldermen of some town, chosen by in-
trigue and usually guided by selfish considerations,
or the people of some hamlet, of whom few could
read or write. As a general rule, the administration
of the superintendents was beneficial, They weree livres, another thirty, with wood and Nor wasm foreignto their burden.
